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Maine Gov:  “Worst Case Is Some Women May Have Little Beards”
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Today, the Bangor Daily News reports on Maine governor Paul LePage’s weird comments on the chemical bisphenol A. Last week, LePage remarked:


“Quite frankly, the science that I’m looking at says there is no [problem],” LePage said. “There hasn’t been any science that identifies that there is a problem.”

LePage then added: “The only thing that I’ve heard is if you take a plastic bottle and put it in the microwave and you heat it up, it gives off a chemical similar to estrogen. So the worst case is some women may have little beards.”



Quick, someone call JAMA! We have a scientist in the house, folks.

Unfortunately, bizarre though LePage’s comments may be, he’s not the only one confused about BPA, as I reported in my piece on BPA in canned foods. The FDA can’t seem to make up its mind on the issue, despite National Institutes of Health’s finding that BPA is of “some concern for effects on the brain, behavior, and prostate gland in fetuses, infants, and children at current human exposures.”

Also, I don’t want a beard, even a little one. Just saying.



			
				
					
						
					
					Looking for news you can trust?
				

				Subscribe to the Mother Jones Daily to have our top stories delivered directly to your inbox.

			

			
				        
            
                
					Close
                    
						Thank you for subscribing!

			

				


				
					E32CB 
				

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
		


 


			

			
				By signing up, you agree to our privacy policy and terms of use, and to receive messages from Mother Jones and our partners.

			

		


		AN IMPORTANT UPDATE
Weâ€™re falling behind our online fundraising goals and we canâ€™t sustain coming up short on donations month after month. Perhaps youâ€™ve heard? It is impossibly hard in the news business right now, with layoffs intensifying and fancy new startups and funding going kaput.


The crisis facing journalism and democracy isnâ€™t going away anytime soon. And neither is Mother Jones, our readers, or our unique way of doing in-depth reporting that exists to bring about change.


Which is exactly why, despite the challenges we face, we just took a big gulp and joined forces with the Center for Investigative Reporting, a team of ace journalists who create the amazing podcast and public radio show Reveal.


If you can part with even just a few bucks, please help us pick up the pace of donations. We simply canâ€™t afford to keep falling behind on our fundraising targets month after month.


Editor-in-Chief Clara Jeffery said it well to our team recently, and that team 100 percent includes readers like you who make it all possible: â€œThis is a year to prove that we can pull off this merger, grow our audiences and impact, attract more funding and keep growing. More broadly, itâ€™s a year when the very future of both journalism and democracy is on the line. We have to go for every important story, every reader/listener/viewer, and leave it all on the field. Iâ€™m very proud of all the hard work thatâ€™s gotten us to this moment, and confident that we can meet it.â€�


Letâ€™s do this. If you can right now, please support Mother Jones and investigative journalism with an urgently needed donation today.
			
				Donate
			
			[image: payment methods]
		AN IMPORTANT UPDATE
Weâ€™re falling behind our online fundraising goals and we canâ€™t sustain coming up short on donations month after month. Perhaps youâ€™ve heard? It is impossibly hard in the news business right now, with layoffs intensifying and fancy new startups and funding going kaput.


The crisis facing journalism and democracy isnâ€™t going away anytime soon. And neither is Mother Jones, our readers, or our unique way of doing in-depth reporting that exists to bring about change.


Which is exactly why, despite the challenges we face, we just took a big gulp and joined forces with the Center for Investigative Reporting, a team of ace journalists who create the amazing podcast and public radio show Reveal.


If you can part with even just a few bucks, please help us pick up the pace of donations. We simply canâ€™t afford to keep falling behind on our fundraising targets month after month.


Editor-in-Chief Clara Jeffery said it well to our team recently, and that team 100 percent includes readers like you who make it all possible: â€œThis is a year to prove that we can pull off this merger, grow our audiences and impact, attract more funding and keep growing. More broadly, itâ€™s a year when the very future of both journalism and democracy is on the line. We have to go for every important story, every reader/listener/viewer, and leave it all on the field. Iâ€™m very proud of all the hard work thatâ€™s gotten us to this moment, and confident that we can meet it.â€�


Letâ€™s do this. If you can right now, please support Mother Jones and investigative journalism with an urgently needed donation today.
			
				Donate
			
			[image: payment methods]
						
More about:	Health Care

			

		

	



		Related

		
	[image: ]
Waiter, There’s BPA in My Soup
Kiera Butler


	
	[image: ]
Which Canned Goods Contain the Most BPA?
Kiera Butler


	
	Baby Bottle BPA Bye Bye
Laura McClure


	
	[image: ]
A New California Bill Aims to Ban Paraquat. Yep, That Toxic Stuff Is Still Around.
Michael Mechanic








            
                
            

            
                
            



	We Recommend

		
	[image: Close-up of a US banknote with the silhouette of a man in place of a president on it.]
Who Wants to Be a Trillionaire?
Bob Lord


	
	[image: A handful of penguins on snow, surrounded by slush and the ocean]
The Breathtaking Pace of Antarctic Warming Is Very, Very Worrisome
Robin McKie


	
	[image: The painting "American Progress" (1872) by John Gast in which Columbia, with rifle over her shoulder, puts down barbed wire, instead of telephone line cable. She holds an armful of signs that read "Private Property. No Trespassing." Elsewhere in the illustration are people making the trek with "Make America Great Again" ballcaps. Another waves a "Don't Tread On Me" flag. In the distance are three gushing oil wells, and a covered wagon with Trump 2024 signage.]
This Land Is My Land: Inside the Growing Movement to Fight Conservation
Boyce Upholt


	
	[image: ]
On Fox News, the Eclipse Isâ€”Somehowâ€”About Migrants
Isabela Dias








            
                
            

            
                
            



	Latest

		
	[image: ]
Trump Helped Overturn Roe. Now He Wants to Run Away From the Consequences.
Julianne McShane


	
	[image: A diptych of Donald Trump. The first image shows Trump fumbling with eclipse glasses on his face. The second image shows him looking up and pointing towards the sky.]
Don’t Be Dumb Like Donald Trump Today
Inae Oh


	
	[image: A pile of trash with a plastic Amazon bag in the front.]
Amazon Is Capable of Reducing Plastic Waste in the US. So Why Isn’t It?
Joseph Winters


	
	[image: A row of disabled people packaging stuff in a sheltered workshop â€“ they are wearing hair nets]
In Georgia, a Rare Bipartisan Push for Disability Rights
Julia MÃ©traux







	        
            
                
                    

                

            

        










		
			

			
				
								
				
					
				
				Sign up for our free newsletter
			

				Subscribe to the Mother Jones Daily to have our top stories delivered directly to your inbox.

					        
            
                
					Close
                    
						Thank you for subscribing!

			

				


				
					E32CB 
				

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
		


 


					
						By signing up, you agree to our privacy policy and terms of use, and to receive messages from Mother Jones and our partners.

					

				

			

			

		


	

	
		
			
				
					
				
				Get our award-winning magazine
			

			Save big on a full year of investigations, ideas, and insights.
	
			Subscribe	
		

	

	




	

	
		
			
				
					
						
					
				
				Support our journalism
			

			Help Mother Jones' reporters dig deep with a tax-deductible donation.

			Donate
		

	

	


	
	
            
                
            


            
                
            

            
                
            
RHC membership for blog posts
			






		
 





            
                
            

            
                
            

			

		
					
				  view comments
	  
	




		
	

	
		Mag Promo

	
		Independent. In print. In your mailbox.

		Inexpensive, too! Subscribe today and get a full year of Mother Jones for just $14.95.

		Subscribe
	

	
		
			
				[image: Mother Jones Magazine Cover : January + February 2024]
			
			February 2024
		

		
      		
				[image: Mother Jones Magazine Cover : November + December 2023]
      		December 2023
    	

		
			
				[image: Mother Jones Magazine Cover : September + October 2023]
			
			October 2023
		

	





		
			
					
						[image: podcast][image: podcast]

					
				

				
					Bold. Brave. Beautiful.

					Award-winning photojournalism. 
 Stunning video. Fearless conversations.

					Follow us on Instagram >
				

			

    	

        		
			
				
					
						Looking for news you can trust?

						Subscribe to the Mother Jones Daily to have our top stories delivered directly to your inbox.

					

					        
            
                
					Close
                    
						Thank you for subscribing!

			

				


				
					E32CB 
				

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
		


 


					
						By signing up, you agree to our privacy policy and terms of use, and to receive messages from Mother Jones and our partners.

					

				

			

		

			


	
	
		
			
				

			
				
					
						
					
				
	
					
						
					
				
	
					
						
					
				
	
					
						
					
				
	
					
						
					
				


		
		
				About
	Our Staff
	DEI&B
	Financials
	Careers
	Freelance Guidelines
	Contact Us

	Support
	Ways to Give
	Advertise With Us
	Licensing / Reprints
	Store

	Subscribe
	Magazine Subscriptions
	Give a Gift Subscription
	Email Newsletters
	Customer Service

		
		
			This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and
				Terms of Service apply.
                Privacy Manager
			

			
			Copyright © 2024 Mother Jones and the Foundation for National Progress. All Rights Reserved.
	Terms of Service
	Privacy Policy

			
			[image: Powered by WordPress VIP]		
	




		
			
				We Noticed You Have An Ad Blocker On.
				
					
																										Can you pitch in a few bucks to help fund Mother Jones' investigative journalism? We're a nonprofit (so it's tax-deductible), and reader support makes up about two-thirds of our budget.																				

					
																										We noticed you have an ad blocker on. Can you pitch in a few bucks to help fund Mother Jones' investigative journalism?																				

				

				
					
						Donate
					
					
						Not Now
					
				

			

		

		

	

	
		close

		
            Don't let an algorithm decide what news you see.
		

		
		    Sign up for the free Mother Jones Daily newsletter and follow the news that matters.
		


                
            
                
					Close
                    
						Thank you for subscribing!

			

				


				
					E32CB 
				

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
		


 



	


















