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Gikbonmsz, ang Tom Moon Eng Linn, FEZ Oklszhoma City, and Senstor

Don Nickles, Republican- Qﬁiﬂhgm&A'IECa*anq the 1995 death of
inmete Kenneth Michael Trentadue at the Federal Transfer Center. .

in OKIZhnoma Tity, Oklahoma.

Reference: 187-EQ-1217391 Serial 8

Details: On January 23, 1998, at 8:3C a.m., SAC Thomas M. Xuker,
Oklahoma City Division, accompanied by S$SSA John P. Mabry, CDC
Henry C. CGibbons, and $A Tom Mcoon Eng Linn, met with Senator Don
Nickles, Kepublican-Oklahoma, at the Senator's Oklahoma City
office located at 100 North BroadWay, Oklzhoma City, Oklahoma,
73102. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss certain issues
regarding the death of inmate Kenneth Michdel Trentadue at the
Federz] Transfer Center in OKlahoma L’MXLﬂgﬁigﬂgﬁngﬁgzgﬁﬂh
oCCUrred on August 21, 1995.

—

This meeting was prompted by a request from Senator
Nickles' office for FBI personnel to *espond to additional
questions which the Senator had. BAuthorization to meet with
Senator Nickles was approved in advance by FBIHQ, Office of
Public and Congressional Affairs, on December 3, , 1997, during =z
phone call between SAC Thomas M. Kuker, Oklahoma City Division,
and IIC Johpn E. Collincwood. This was the second meeting between
FBI personnel and Senator Nickles recarding this case. The last
meeting was on December 4, 1997, at Senator Nickles' Tulesa,
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Tc: OPCA ..From:. Uncahoma City
Re: 167-EQ-1217391, 01/28/1988
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‘ During the January 23, ‘1998, mesting with Senator. ..
Nickles in Oklahoma City, the following issues were discussed:
+ ~ ‘Senator Nickles referred to an article which
appeared in the Daily Oklzhoman on January 12, 1998,
reporting rhat attorneys for the Trentadue family =
expected to receive new photographs and a video tape ¢
which,governmént‘officialsninitially claimed did not °
exist . Senator Nickles was informed there were no new
photograbhs; .the photographs which are being made
aVailaple through discovery are the same photographs |
; ' WhISE the Government has poscessed and utilized = 77
P tREr¥oughout this investigation.  He was further advised
that BOP officialsjattempted,to;videptape‘Trentaduets”
cellﬂon_the'morningfofﬂhisgéaath:}b?t that the camera
malfunctioned;_jThis;resulted;iqiafVideo,tape_f:ém that
camera with only three seconds ‘of video ‘footage showing
= wall area in the FIC.' The rest of the tape has =
footege from & previousl recorded incident which is
! _ also unrelated. Attorneys for the Trentadue family

allege that the government clzimed "that thése %~
photographs and video tape d¢id not exist; however, this
Genial cannot be attributed to any government official.

¢ . Senater Nickles inguired as to the FBI's current
role in this matter. Ee was advised the Department of
Justice/Civil Rights;Divisionmandﬂthe Federal Bureau of
Investigation have both closed their respective )
coriminal cases. He was informed of the pending civil
suit filed by the Trentadue family. He was also
sdvised that an administrative inquiry was being
undertaken by the Office of the Inspector General of
the Department of Justice, and that the Oklahoma County
District Attorney's Office was investigating this
matter.

¢ Senator Nickles inguired as to when the FBI was
notified by the BOP of Trentadue's death. SA Tom Linn
explained the time line for the date of Trentadue's
death to Senator Nickles. This time line documents
notification of the FBI by BOP, and the pertinent times
velevant to investigative activity by the FBI. '

+ Senator Nickles inguired as to why Trentadue was
rransferred to the Special Housing Unit (SHU) prior to
his death. Senator Nickles was informed that witnesses
reported Trentadue attempted to instigate fights with
other inmates, then verbally, and in writing, requested
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To: OPCA From: C. ahoma city.
Re: 197-EQ-1217391, 01/28/1988,

'DOJ attorneys,conducted,their own interview of Thornton

relationship with Oklahoma MKedical Examiner Dr. Fred

opposing accounts of the.incident.ﬂ

Senator Nickles inguired regarding inmate Cornell
R. Thornton, who allegedly gave one account of = ¢
Trentadue's behavior the night preceding his death to
rhe FBI, and a different account to Jesse Trentadue, """
brother of the victim. Senator Nickles was advised the
FBI interviewed Thornton in depth ‘and he provided a | .
detailed account of Trentadue's behavior on the night -
preceding his death. This inmate was later interviewed
by Jesse Trentadue, who drafted a statement for the
irmare and azsked him to sign it. ' The Trentadue family
has publicly srated that these statements are not B
consistent and have suggested the FBI's version is the
result of coercion and cover-up. In responge to this,

interview, Thornton said that’ the statement he signe
Ffor Jesse Trentadue was crafted by Jesse Trentadue and

n= (Thernton) recanteé porticns of the irnformaticen

contained in Jesse Trentadue's version of his

evatement. Senator Nickles was advised the F2I had

contact with Jesse Trentadue  and had interviewsd nim in
tah early in the case regarcing his concerns.

with the FBI case agent present. In this second
ol

Cenztor Nickles incuired regarding the Fsl's

Jordan and his investigator, Kevin Rowland. .
Specifically, Senator Nickles wanted to know if the FBI
hzd provided Dr. Jordan with the results of the
investigation. Senator Nickles was advised that during
the grand jury investigation into this matter, the FBI
was directed by the Department of Justice to provice
the Medical Examiner's Office with the grand jury €%
material regarding this case. Dr. Jordan was added to
rhe 6E list for this purpose. When SA Linn tried to
give the material to Dr. Joréan, he refused to take it
and publicly claimed the federal grand jury .subpoena
and evidence which was offered to him was for the
purpose of “shutting him up.” Senator Nickles was told
the FBI continues to work other investigative matters
with the Medical Examiner's Office and that a new
Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Federal
Transfer Center had been signed.

Senator Nickles stated he was concerned about the
unanswWETes oriticism of the FBI, BOP and Department of
Justice regarding their handling cf this case. He
Zeked wny THe éxplanations wilch Ke had received from
the FBI in the past two megtings had not been givern in
mw
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To:
Re:

OPCA «From: « .ahoma city
'197-HQ-1217391, 01/28/1998

~

-to be transferred to the SEU. Senator Nickles was

informed a written transfer request signed by Trentadue
is part of the evidence in tkis case.r It was “orrasl

‘emphasized that Trentadue was not placed in the SHU

based on misconduct by Trentadue d;rectad at guards or
other inmates. e ‘ ek T ,
‘ Senator Nlckles 1ndu1re recardlng a statemeut by
an inmate that he observed b700cy guard uniforms being
washed on or around the date of Trentadue's death.
Senator Nickles was advised the FBI interviewed this
inmate and attempted to corrcborate this 1n;ormat;cn.,

.~The investigation revealed-there was:a separate

incident at a different time in which guards forcibly
removed an inmate from a cell to another location.

That inmate covered himself with feces and urine prior .
to the guerds forcéd movement of him to another cell.

It is believed the uniforms cdescribed by the :inmate may
have been the ones worn by guards involved in thig
forced cell movement. ' 1n¢‘i“mate .who made thig c¢lzim
refused to take a polygramh ol the matter

Senator Nlckles lnGUl*E_ regarulnc the Enercency
Medical. Techn1c1ans‘-(EMTs} respense to the Federsal
Transfer Center, and reports that they were turned
away. SA Linn explained that officials at the FTC dicd
call for EMTs to respond to the Federal Transfer’
Center. In the meantime, the FTC Physician's Assistant
determined that Trentadue was deceased. When the EMTs
arrived, they were informed the inmate was dead. The
EMTs then departed the scene. Later, they were called
again under the mistaken belief they would transport
the body from the FTC. When they arrived, they advised
they do not transport deceased individuals and the FTC
should notify the Medical Examiner’s office. The EMTs
again left the FTC. The confusion regarding the EMTs
apparently resulted from a m*sunaerstanding among BOP
personnel of internal policy and EMT services.

Senator Nickles asked about reports indicating a
Medical Examiner's investigatior was net allowed access
to Trentadue’s cell. Senator Nickles was informed that
both the Medical Examiner's investigator and personnel
at the FTC were interviewed regarding this incident.
The Medical Examiner's investigator stated t she was
allowed to view the scene through the closed door of
the cell. Personnel at theé FIC claim they offered to
Cpen the door for the Medical EXaminer investigator,
hut she said it was not necessary. Senator Nickles
understood the FRI's investigation yielded separate and
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response to" publlc_crltlc,&
Nickles a.copy- of .a press e’
city’ DlVlSan for .this purpose

- -

'1adv1sea that- Oklahoma thy Fa
 issuing this press
ooty fand. FBIFQ based .on the zac;' e :
-~ . . pending.' - Senator Nickles. ‘wag then shown " a'icopy;

S ., amended press release’ .which FRIHQ ‘wanted:Oklahoma Clty

Eﬁto release.,QSenator N*ckles_aareed.that the. amenced

version was not sultable‘ﬁ_
- Senator Nlckles was of 'the:.
R .. " explanations been made nublﬁc,
g:',,fﬁ}‘could have been’ dlffused

L ‘At the conclus;on of ;the:meeting,.8
thankeu the FBI representatives for their time’ ana'candldness
regarding. his: ‘questions. - ﬁf*glgp it e That i he 'had @« )
significant role in ‘determining’ whether ‘this matter would reqguire
Concressional review, and that such zCT 1onww0uld most llke?v rot -
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